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Current Notes
Federal Prisoners Would Grow Rubber in Jungles of Brazil-One hundred
and thirty-seven prisoners in the United States Penitentiary at Leavenworth,
Kansas, have petitioned the Federal Government to be sent to the jungles of
Brazil to develop a new rubber supply for America.
In their letter, which was made public by James V. Bennett, Director of
the U. S. Bureau of Prisons, the prisoners said that they were fully aware
that "few white men survive this climate," but they still insisted that "each
of us feels he would rather die gathering rubber in the jungles helping
towards victory for our nation than to live in prison while others fight and
work to save our country."
The appeal from the Leavenworth prisoners was described by Mr. Bennett
as only one of many dramatic and sincere offers of service made by thousands
of prisoners throughout the country. In Oklahoma and Ohio -penitentiaries
and in several others, Mr. Bennett pointed out, hundreds of prisoners are
already drilling in anticipation of future usefulness in the American army.
The letter from Leavenworth inmates said in part:
"We believe that the mistakes made during our lives, and which according to
law caused incarceration, have in no way lessened our loyalty to the United States,
or our right to defend it. Our past acts, that were at variance with the statutes,
now, in time of war, are comparable to a family dispute. We believe that these
differences should be laid aside, at least temporarily, for in true American style
quarrels are forgiven between family members when acts of aggression are made
against family rights.
"We are Americans who realize our rashness in the past is depriving us of
the opportunity to fight or work for the protection of our country against its
enemies. That rashness can now fulfill a task in some quarter of the war program,
enabling us to regain self respect for our families, friends and society.
"In every great crisis, in science or in war, some one or group of Americans
have risen to volunteer for service knowing that death was the probable result.
We expect no acknowledged glory for the service we are about to suggest, even
knowing many fail to survive the climate and disease of tropical jungles. All we
expect is the satisfaction our immediate families will have, and to know we have
in some small manner compensated for the errors made against society."-From
Crime News and Feature Service.
The dimmick D. Drake Fellowship-The Central Howard Association an-
nounces the creation of the Dimmick D. Drake Fellowship Fund and the
establishment of a fellowship position on the staff of the agency, effective
October 1, 1942. This plan offers a qualified man engaged in public parole,
probation or allied work, within the States of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin, who otherwise could
not obtain such education, training and experience, part-time employment
while pursuing graduate professional training at either the School of Social
Service Administration of the University of Chicago, or, the School of Social
Work of Loyola University. The monthly stipend will be $75.00.
The fellowship will be awarded to the candidate who possesses the
necessary basic qualities and gives special promise for future leadership
in the field of social case work with adult delinquents. Preference will be
given to applicants between 25 and 30 years of age, who are graduates of
an accredited college or university and employed in a public parole or pro-
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bation unit that grants leaves of absence for the purpose of professional
study.
Experience may include one or more of the following: Case work with
paroled and discharged men, vocational counselling and placement, public
relations, administration, research.
All fellows will be required to pay full tuition in the graduate school
of social work during the tenure of their appointment. The Drake Fellow-
ship Committee is responsible for the selection of the Fellow and administer-
ing of the fund. Men who meet the requirements may obtain application
forms by writing to the Secretary, Dimmick D. Drake Fellowship Committee,
% The Central Howard Association, 608 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago,
Illinois.
Committee
Honorable William H. Holly,- Chairman, Board of Directors, The
Central Howard Association; Professor Edith Abbott, Dean of the School
of Social Service Administration, University of Chicago; Professor Frank
T. Flynn, Head, Department of Social Work, University of Notre Dame,
Professor Roman Haremski, School of Social Work, Loyola University and
Eugene S. Zemans, Executive Secretary of the Central Howard Association.
Criminal Law Section of the A.B.A.--Following are the contributions
to the program of the Criminal Law Section of the American Bar Association
at its Detroit meeting on August 24 and 25:
On August 24, Mr. James V. Bennett, Director of the U. S. Bureau of
Prisons presiding: Address of Welcome by Captain Donald Leonard of the
Michigan State Police; "The Youthful Offender" by the Hon. 0. L. Phillips,
U. S. Court of Appeals, Denver Colorado; "The Sentencing of Adult
Offenders," by the Hon. Bolitha J. Laws, U. S. District Court, Washington,
D. C.; "Possibilities of Parole under the Proposed Federal Correction
Act" by the Hon. Carroll C. Hincks, U. S. District Court, New Haven
Conn.; Reports of Committees: "Sentencing, Probation, Prisons and Parole,"
Wayne L. Morse, Chairman, Washington, D. C.; "Cooperation with Na-
tional Associations," Rollin M. Perkins, Chairman, Iowa City, Iowa.
On August 25, A. M., Gordon E. Dean, of the Advisory Committee on
Rules of Criminal Procedure of the U. S. Supreme Court, presiding:
"Procedure before and During Trial," by the Hon. G. Aaron Youngquist,
former Assistant Attorney General of the United States, Minneapolis,
Minn.; "Procedure on Appeal," by Professor Lester B. Orfield, Lincoln,
Nebraska; Report-of Committee on: "Procedure, Prosecution and Defense,"
Paul E. Lockwood, Chairman, New York City.
On August 25, P. M., James J. Robinson, Section Chairman, presiding:
Message to the Section of Criminal Law from the Attorney General of the
United States; "The Enforcement of the Criminal Law of the United States
in Time of War," by the Hon. Wendell Berge, Assistant Attorney General
in charge of the Criminal Division, Department of Justice, Washington D. C.;
"Military Police Functions," by Col. Joseph V. Dillon, Deputy Provost
Marshal General, Washington, D. C.; "F. B. I. Operations in Time of War"
by Hugh H. Glegg, Assistant Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington, D. C.; Committee Reports; "Coordination of Law Enforcement
Agencies," the Hon. Earl Warren, Chairman, San Francisco, Cal.; "Educa-
tion and Practice," Hon. James H. Wilkerson, Chairman, Chicago, Illinois;
"Magistrates and Traffic Courts," James G. W. MacClamroch, Chairman,
Greensborough, N. C.; "Police Training and Merit Systems," John R.
Snively, Chairman, Rockford, Illinois; "Rating Standards and Statistics,"
Dan W. Jackson; Chairman, Houston, Texas.
